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‘I’ve read a lot of ; things that look like the pub- 
lishers don’t like the United States.” 



‘One does not accuse newspapers of being Com- 
munist, which you have just done.” 



By William Greider 
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seventh during the . wa 
there. Ths 73-year-old enter 
tainer complained abou 
“wildly exaggerated” pres 
reports about the Army’ 
troubles and stumbled 01 
“Pravda” before naminj 
The Times and The Post, ; 
rhetorical gimmick whie! 



of Vietnam in 
essel visited the 
where he dis- 



ven to him by Gen. 
C. Westmoreland. 





TODAY, From El 
it, is extremely serious. It’s 
not the kind of thing—” 
Jessel: “Surely.” 

Newman: “It is not the 
kind of thing one tosses off. 
One does not accuse news-, 
papers of being Communist, 
which you have just done.” 
Jessel: “Oh, I didn’t mean 
it that way, Edwin.” 

Newman: “What did you 
mean?” 

Jessel: “Oh, I just ...” 



he did not intend to imply 
that Thg Post and The 
Times are Communist, he 
does feel strongly that the 
tyro newspapers dwell on 
theibad news about America 
in the same way that Pravda 
would. 

“If you have a delinquent 
child, you don’t go to the 
window and holler to the 
world, ‘Hey, I’ve got a delin- 
quent child,’ do you?” Jessel 
asked. “In these bad times, 



mean when you said it?” 
Jessel: “Oh, it’s a newspa- 
per. I didn’t mean it quite, 
that way.” 

Newman: “You didn’t 

mean it quite that way?” 
Jessel: “I won’t say it 

Newman: “I agree that 
you , won’t say it again. 
Thank you very much, Mr. 

Jessel: “I just want to say 
one thing before I leave.” 
Newman: “Please don’t.” 
At that point, Newman in- 
terrupted for a commercial, 
three minutes before the in- 
terview was scheduled to 
end. When he returned to 



phasized, not our vices.” 

Jessel said that during his 
recent tour of Europe, “peo- 
ple say. to me, ‘Oh, your sol- 
diers shoot children and 
they’re full Of dope.’ It isn’t 
so . . . I think somebody 
should stick up for our sol- 
diers instead of knocking 
them all the time.” 

As for The Post and The 
Times: “Ive read a lot of 
things that look like the pub- 
lishers don’t like the United 
States.” 

That negative outlook, 
Jessel added drolly, is also 
reflected in the Paris Her- 
ald-Tribune, which is owned 
jointly by The Post and The 










